Adult Critical Care Transfer Services Research Priorities Survey
Welcome
Thank you for taking the time to visit the Adult Critical Care Transfer Services Research Priorities Survey.
This project is being run as a James Lind Alliance Priority Setting Partnership, bringing together patients, families and healthcare professionals from across the UK to identify the most important unanswered questions about adult critical care transfer.
Every year, tens of thousands of critically ill adults are transferred between hospitals. Some require specialist treatment, some need access to an intensive care bed, and others are transferred closer to home after recovering from their illness.
Despite these transfers happening every day, there are still many important questions that research has not yet answered. We want to change that—and we need your help.

Why are we asking you?
Whether you have been transferred yourself, supported a loved one through a transfer, or worked in critical care or transfer medicine, your experiences are valuable.
Researchers don’t always study the questions that matter most to the people directly involved in care.
This survey is your opportunity to tell us what you think research should focus on over the coming years.

What do we mean by adult critical care transfer?
Adult critical care transfer involves moving an adult patient between hospitals while they are receiving, or need, intensive care.
Transfers may happen because specialist treatment is only available elsewhere, because another hospital has an available intensive care bed, or because a patient is returning closer to home after receiving specialist care.
Some transfers are emergencies. Others are carefully planned.
Some referrals unfortunately do not result in a transfer, and understanding why this happens is also an important area for research.

What kinds of questions are we looking for?
There are no right or wrong answers.
You can ask about any part of the transfer journey.
For example:
· How transfer decisions are made.
· Communication with patients and families.
· Care during the journey.
· Equipment, monitoring or medication.
· Safety during transfer.
· Delays and timeliness.
· Patient recovery afterwards.
· Organisation of services.
· Access to specialist care.
· Staff training.
· The use of digital systems or new technologies.
Or you may have a completely different question that is important to you.
If it matters to you, we’d like to hear it.

You don’t need to be an expert
Please don’t worry about whether your question has already been researched.
You don’t need to use medical language.
Simply tell us what you think researchers should investigate.
We’ll review every submission, combine similar ideas, and check what research already exists.

What happens after this survey?
Once we’ve collected everyone’s questions, we’ll group similar ideas together into a list of summary questions.
We’ll then check whether those questions have already been answered by research.
Questions that remain unanswered will go into a second national survey, where patients, carers and healthcare professionals will help rank the most important priorities.
Finally, representatives from all three groups will come together in a James Lind Alliance workshop to agree the Top 10 research priorities for adult critical care transfer services in the UK.
Those priorities will then be shared with research funders, universities, professional organisations and policymakers to help shape future research.

Thank you
Thank you for taking part.
By sharing your experiences and ideas, you will help ensure that future research focuses on the questions that matter most to patients, families and the healthcare professionals who care for them.
Together, we can improve adult critical care transfer services across the UK.

